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EMR: Consent
Alfred Health Guideline: Health Information Privacy. Powers of Attorney, Guardianship and Appointed Medical Treatment Decision Maker.
The Medical Treatment Planning & Decisions Act 2016

CMR

079



If an adult does not have decision-making capacity and there is no instructional advance care
directive, then the health practitioner must obtain consent for medical treatment from the
patient’s Medical Treatment Decision Maker (MTDM), unless the medical treatment is an
emergency

(refer to Alfred Health Consent: Emergencies Guideline)

Who is the Medical Treatment Decision Maker?

‘Medical Treatment Decision Maker’ or ‘MTDM’ means, in relation to an adult patient, the first
person in the list below who is reasonably available and willing and able to make the medical
treatment decision (NB: there can only be one MTDM at a time):

¢ a person appointed by the patient under the Medical Treatment Planning and Decisions
Act 2016

¢ a guardian appointed by VCAT who has the power to make medical treatment decisions
o the first of the following who has a close and continuing relationship with the patient:
- the spouse or domestic partner of the patient
- the primary carer of the patient
- the oldest adult child of the patient **
- the oldest parent of the patient **
- the oldest adult sibling of the patient. **
** where the oldest adult child, parent or sibling is not available, willing or able to act, then

refer to the next oldest person in that category before moving on to a lower category in the
hierarchy.

If a child does not have decision-making capacity, refer to Consent: Patients Under the Age of
18 (Children) Guideline.

Further assistance?
Alfred Health Policies/Guidelines available on Alfred Health PROMPT:

e Consent for Medical Treatment Policy

e Consent: Patients Without Decision-making Capacity

e Consent: Emergencies

e Consent: Patients Under the Age of 18 (Children)

e Consent: Medical Treatment for Compulsory Psychiatric Patients

e Consent and Refusal: Blood Products

e Refusal, Withholding and Withdrawal of Medical Treatment

e Designated Officer — Appointment, Role and Responsibilities

e Consent to Removal of Organs/Tissue after Death and Non-Coronial Autopsies
e Organ & Tissue Donation Overview

e Clinical Photography

e Medical Research Procedures without Consent

e Decision Making Capacity

e Information Patients about Blood and Blood Products

e Powers of Attorney, Guardianship and Appointed Medical Treatment Decision Maker

Refer to www.publicadvocate.vic.gov.au
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http://www.publicadvocate.vic.gov.au/
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